[Dysautonomia and multi-systemic atrophy of the nervous system (Shy-Drager's syndrome)].
The clinical expressions of primary autonomic nervous system failure are more or less numerous, orthostatic hypotension being only one of them. Clinical analysis reveals 3 categories of manifestations: pure progressive dysautonomia, dysautonomia associated with Parkinson's disease, and dysautonomia associated with multiple system atrophy of the nervous system also known as Shy-Drager syndrome. Neuropathological studies show that lesions of the efferent autonomic nervous system (tractus intermediolateralis, sympathetic ganglia) are frequently associated with lesions of the central nervous system the role of which in dysautonomia is still imperfectly known. Lesions of the central nervous system may present as genuine Parkinson's disease with Lew bodies or as multiple systemic atrophy with its two best individualized aspects: striatonigral atrophy and olivopontocerebellar atrophy. These various neurological aspects have their counterpart in biochemical abnormalities, prognosis and response to treatment.